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Congratulations to the Class of 2017 from the Uni Hi Education Foundation, the official alumni
support organization for University High School. Your comments and contributions make this
report better, so send us a note at Connect@UHEF.org.

The Warriors & Wildcats Report is free for anyone who signs up: click here to go to the
subscription page, fill in your name and e-mail address and you’ll receive the WWR in your e-mail
inbox! T-E-L-L your friends!
 

UHEF 2017 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
 

SUMMER VACATION
 

(For us, too: our next Warriors & Wildcats Report will be September 1)

Aug. 15 First day of school for the 2017-18 academic year Campus
Aug. 21 Welcome back Pep Rally! Campus

COMMENCEMENT REMARKS
FROM PRINCIPAL ERIC DAVIDSON

 

| Uni principal Eric Davidson delivered two addresses to the Class of 2017, one for the
seniors only and public remarks at the Commencement Ceremonies in Kampmann Stadium
on June 9. He was kind enough to share both with us:

To the graduating seniors:

“Good afternoon. To the parents of our graduating seniors, congratulations for surviving the
uncertainties, anxieties, and chaos of being the parent of a teenager. To the families of the class
of 2017, I hope you are as proud of the accomplishments to come as you are of the achievements
of today. To the friends of this class, I hope you remain steadfast in your friendship and are
reminded each and every day of the best qualities of these fine folk. To the class of 2017, I hope
you leave here having learned what it is to be kind, generous, and caring adults who are

mailto:connect@uhef.org
http://www.uhef.org/wwr/
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destined to be the greatest of all generations knowing that anything less may not be enough.
We truly count on you to be the solvers of great equations that have no limits nor bounds; to be
inspired by the extraordinary qualities of being human; to be fearless in the face of complexity
and to be resolved to persevere to a solution that may save our Mother Earth from the
short-sighted decisions of our politicians.

“Remember that when you walk down the street, no one knows your GPA or your SAT score. 
They don't know how many hours of community service you have served.  People can't tell
what your accomplishments are.  They can't tell if you graduated from high school or even
what high school you attended.  People only know what they see.  They can see your smile.
They can see your kindness towards a stranger. They can see the way you dress or how wear
your hair. You communicate with actions more than words, so take actions that make a
positive statement about who you are and the way you are.

“I graduated from a high school not far from here. I got older, married, and started my own
family. My kids ended up attending the same high school.  I became the Assistant Principal at
the high school. One day I received a call from a community member.  She shared this story
with me:

“‘I take walks every day. I time my walks so I'm not on the street when the high school lets out
because the students make me nervous.  They're loud and walk in big groups.  They seem to
take over the sidewalk leaving little room for anyone else.  Well, yesterday when I was walking,
I saw a large group of students walking towards me.  School must have let out earlier than
usual. I didn't know what to do, so I froze in the middle of the sidewalk.  One of the students
approached me and told the other kids to make way. She took hold of my arm and helped me
through the crowd.  She asked me how I was doing and commented on what a great day it was
for a walk. We finally got through the crowd of kids who smiled at me and made me feel at
ease. I thanked the young lady who escorted me.  She said, ‘You're welcome.’ Then she turned
and walked away to catch up to her friends.’

“The community member who called was my mother.  To this day, she always tells me that
story as if it was the most important event in her life.  You can make that same impact on the
life of a total stranger. You just have to give yourself the chance.

“Give yourself a chance to be better.  Give yourself a chance to lend a hand, help someone in
need, give something of yourself that another might need more. Do what is right rather than
what is popular.

“Work hard at doing better. It is our nature to find the easy way. We are creative and
innovative.  But it is important to work hard using our creativity and innovativeness. Taking
the easy way solely to minimize effort is a path with few benefits. I was a line cook and became
the head chef. I pumped gas and became a mechanic. I was a sales associate and became a
department manager. I was a bouncer and became a general manager. I was a teacher and
became a principal. I worked hard at doing better. That's my story, what will yours be?

“Finally, find your passion. Working for money is a job. Working for salary is a career.
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Working for the work is passion. I have found passion in this place because the work includes
being with you. Being with you feeds my hungry heart. Being with you satiates my soul. Being
with you gives me purpose to do this work. My hope for all of you is to work hard, do better
and find your passion.

“There are an infinite number of things that can happen between now and the known end of
your life's journey. Each minute of every day gives you a chance to decide. So, be wise, choose
well, and unto yourself be true.”

To those gathered for Commencement:

“Welcome University High School family members.  Your family is our family. Our family
stands together. We stand for tolerance, acceptance, and respect. We respect our brothers and
sisters.  We honor our parents and kin. We celebrate our differences and, most importantly, we
trust the commitments we make to each other.

“Our Declaration of Independence has endowed us with unalienable rights. Included are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Our ancestors give us life, our rule of law gives us liberty
but our happiness is limited only by our imagination, creativity, and the choices we make. 

“We have a chance to explore and discover.  Don't settle for the first shiny thing you find. It is
always amazing and inspiring.  But it is the first.  What else may come our way? Maybe the
wiser path makes us look outside our comfort zone. Perhaps you go away to school or transfer
from a community college. We expand our minds by experiencing things that make us feel
unsure, insecure, and awkward, only to be liberated. Imagination is so important.

C “John Lennon: ‘Reality leaves a lot to the imagination.’

C “Albert Einstein: ‘The true sign of intelligence is not knowledge but imagination.’

C “Mark Twain: ‘You can't depend on your eyes when your imagination is out of focus.’

C “Walt Disney: ‘When you're curious, you find lots of interesting things to do.’

“Courage keeps us on our path.  Without courage, we defer responsibility to others.  Courage is
not the same as fear. Courage is taking a step towards fear. Courage isn't a fight. Courage is
moving forward even when confronted with obstacles and barriers. 

C “Winston Churchill: ‘Success is not final, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to continue
that counts.’

C “e. e. cummings: ‘It takes courage to grow up and become who you really are.’

C “Plato: ‘Courage is knowing what not to fear.’

“This last quote is very important because we are more and more told what and who to fear
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and why.  That takes me back to the beginning of this talk. Our differences make us better. 
When I look at all of you, I know that I am loved as much as I love.  That I am cared for as
much as I care for this mighty institution. We are all parts of this whole and it will take our
imagination and courage to fight the forces that are driven to divide us, make us separate and
unequal, challenge our better sense of who we are as people and humans, and limit our
collective liberty and our happiness. 

“Today we celebrate and I implore you to continue celebrating the diversity of us, the strength
of our unity, and the remarkable imagination and courage each of us has because we are home
here with our family.”

UNI STUDENTS HEADING
TO COLLEGES ACROSS THE COUNTRY

 

| Uni’s progress can be seen by the variety of colleges and universities to which its graduates
will be headed next fall. Among those students who have reported their actual destinations
(at present, of course, incomplete), they include:

 

Community Colleges:
Anne Arundel Community College
Cerritos College
East Los Angeles College
El Camino College
Everett Community College
Glendale Community College
Long Beach City College
Los Angeles City College
Los Angeles Southwest College
Los Angeles Trade-Technical College
Los Angeles Valley College
Pasadena City College
Pierce College
Santa Monica College
West Los Angeles College

 

Four-year Colleges and Universities:
Azusa Pacific University
Benedict College
Bethel University
Boston University
Brigham Young University, Idaho
Brown University
Bucknell University
Calif. Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo
Calif. Polytechnic University, Pomona
California State University, Dominguez Hills
California State University, East Bay
California State University, Fullerton
California State University, Long Beach
California State University, Los Angeles

California State University, Northridge
California State University, Sacramento
Chapman University
Clark University
Dillard University
Los Angeles Recording School
Loyola Marymount University
Macalester College
Mackay Medical College
MidAmerica Nazarene University
Mount Saint Mary's University
Ohio State University
Pennsylvania State University
San Diego State University
San Francisco State University
San Jose State University
Syracuse University
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Merced
University of California, Riverside
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of La Verne
University of Oregon
University of San Francisco
Washington State University
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THANKS TO ALL OF OUR LIBRARY DONORS;
 HOW ABOUT A SUMMER GIFT TO UNI?

| “I can't overstate how great an impact these donations have on making the library relevant for
students and in making the collection more valuable and worthy of protection in a time when
library closures are afoot. Thank you so much to our devoted alumni, with special thanks to
Ruth Roberts, whose ongoing generosity throughout this year has made a very substantial
and lasting contribution to our collection and to the students of Uni.”

That’s Uni librarian Tascha Folsoi ‘86 on the continuing flood of books into the Uni library,
which has now reached 191. We have 10 named donors who have contributed so far (plus
some who wish to remain anonymous) include:

Jeff Deckman ‘76
Ivan Finkle ‘50
Barbara Wong Franklin ‘68
Sukey (Roth) Garcetti ‘57
Carl Hagge ‘53

Judy Kleinberg ‘65
Ruth Albert Roberts ‘64
Roger Schrag ‘83
Judy Wolfenstein
Kevin Young ‘75

It’s easy to join them! 

Folsoi – also a book donor – devised the donation process by using Amazon.com’s “Wish List”
function. Anyone can go to the list (here), purchase one or more books and they will be sent to
Uni directly within two business days.

The “University Senior High Library” Wish List enjoys Amazon Prime status thanks to
Folsoi, so that you (as the purchaser) do not have to be an Amazon Prime member to buy any
of the books!

Folsoi asks for help if you buy a book: “I think it would be better if we also asked people to
email me their name and grad year along with items purchased, so I can email them back with
the tax I.D. number and also remove the items from the list.” You can contact her at 
tascha.folsoi@gmail.com. Yes, your book purchase is a charitable donation!

All purchasers of books for the library are permanently recognized with a donor plate on the
inside front cover of each donated book. Ready to help? Here’s the link to the Wish List:

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/2907HPM85SFOW/ref=cm_sw_su_w

ON CAMPUS

| Uni sports report: Follow the Wildcats on Twitter: @Utownsports

C Track & Field:

With his fourth-place finish in the City 400 meters (49.59), junior Brandon Cammack

https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/2907HPM85SFOW/ref=cm_sw_su_w
mailto:tascha.folsoi@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/2907HPM85SFOW/ref=cm_sw_su_w
https://www.facebook.com/unihightheater/
https://twitter.com/utownsports
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earned a trip to the California State Meet in Clovis, finishing seventh in heat three of the
preliminaries in 50.06. He’s didn’t advance to the finals, but congratulations on making it
to State!

For this season’s Uni results, click here.

REUNIONS

| We're asked constantly about whether reunions of specific classes are happening. If they
aren’t listed below, we don’t know about them, but are happy to list the information as soon
as supplied to us.

 

Formal reunions and informal get-togethers get organized because one person
decides it should happen and finds other classmates who feel the same way.  Just
decide that you’re going to make it happen . . .

| Upcoming reunions that we know about include: 

C Sep. 23, 2017: CLASS OF 1954 (Capris) 63-YEAR REUNION

At the Saticoy Golf Course Clubhouse, Ventura
Information: Erin Boomer (boomererin@gmail.com) 

C Oct. 07, 2017: CLASS OF 1967: 50-YEAR REUNION

Hollywood & Highland Center, Los Angeles
Information: Judi Astrachan Doling (judidoling@sbcglobal.net) 
Reservations and tickets: Please contact The Reunion Committee at
(661) 259-5999 or visit www.reunioncommittee.com.

C Oct. 13, 2018: CLASS OF 1968: 50-YEAR REUNION

Hollywood & Highland Center, Los Angeles
Information: Kathie Brown Marion (marionmoses@me.com).
Reservations and tickets: Please contact The Reunion Committee at
(661) 259-5999 or visit www.reunioncommittee.com.

Please send details of any and all reunions, meetings or informal get-togethers to
Connect@UHEF.org for inclusion in future issues.

| Class of 1957:
Patty (Kelly) Froehlich (rmgrandy4@hotmail.com) writes that the “Uni Hi Manhattan class
of 1957 60th reunion in is the planning stage.” 

Great! If you want to know more, contact Patty right away at rmgrandy4@hotmail.com.

| Class of 1987:
A reunion committee is forming for a 30-year celebration later in 2017. Check out the class
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/129073165787/ or contact Marvina

https://www.athletic.net/TrackAndField/School.aspx?SchoolID=1529
https://mdnproductions.webconnex.com/unireunion1986
mailto:boomererin@gmail.com
mailto:judidoling@sbcglobal.net
http://www.reunioncommittee.com
mailto:marionmoses@me.com
http://www.reunioncommittee.com
mailto:Connect@UHEF.org
mailto:rmgrandy4@hotmail.com
mailto:rmgrandy4@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/129073165787/
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(Stephens) Miller at marvina@centurycommercial.com.

| Class of 1997:
Kymia Jones ‘97 (kymiaejones@gmail.com) has already asked “I'm wondering if there is a 20-
year reunion planned for the Class of 1997?” Why not contact Kymia and get the party
started!

| Class of 2007, are you holding a reunion in 2017?
The Foundation can provide some help in locating classmates, if we have them as part of our
database of 14,000+ addresses (online and postal). If you’re out there and want to know more,
contact UHEF Co-President Ivan Finkle ‘50 via Connect@UHEF.org right away!

 

If your class maintains a Web site or Facebook page,

please send the address to Connect@UHEF.org

and we’ll add it to this list!
 

Class of 1987:

C On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/129073165787/
 

Class of 1981:

C On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/UNI1981Centurians/ 
 

Class of 1977:

C On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/UniHigh77/ 
 

Classes of 1966: Valcisians & Delphians

C On Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1092330424115492/

C For questions, please contact Joyce Rangen at joyce.rangen@gmail.com 
 

Classes of 1965: Artesians & Peleans

C http://uni65.com or https://unihi65.wordpress.com 

C To join the Class Facebook page, send an e-mail to UniHi65@gmail.com 
 

Class of Winter 1961: New Yorkers

C http://www.unihiw61.com
 

Class of Summer 1961: Islanders

C http://www.unihi61.com 
 

And Uni’s theater-arts program is also on Facebook:

C https://www.facebook.com/unihightheater/ 
 

mailto:marvina@centurycommercial.com
mailto:kymiaejones@gmail.com
mailto:connect@UHEF.org
mailto:Connect@UHEF.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/129073165787/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UNI1981Centurians/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/UniHigh77/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1092330424115492/
mailto:joyce.rangen@gmail.com
http://uni65.com
https://unihi65.wordpress.com
mailto:UniHi65@gmail.com
http://www.unihiw61.com
http://www.unihi61.com
https://www.facebook.com/unihightheater/
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UNI HI EDUCATION FOUNDATION NEWS
 

| The Uni Hi Education Foundation exists to raise money to support the instructional
programming at University High School. A new LAUSD policy allows on-campus signage to
be available to recognize donations which assist the educational program. 
Interested for yourself or your company? Sent us a note and we’ll help to get the ball rolling:
Connect@UHEF.org.

| Contribute to Uni by linking your purchases on Amazon.com or at Ralphs to their
contribution programs!

C Amazon.com: Your purchases on Amazon.com can help Uni! Just go to the UHEF.org “Donate
Now” page, scroll down and click on the Amazon logo to go to Amazon.com and
your purchase will be credited toward rebates which go to support the school!

C Ralphs: Use your Ralphs Rewards Card. Via its Community Contribution program, from 1-
4% of monthly purchases made by members is sent to Uni, but by designating the
school by linking it to your Rewards Card. 

Have your card in hand (you'll need the number on the back), go to the Ralphs
Community Contribution page and either register or sign in (Questions answered
here); Uni's code for the Ralphs program is 93275.

| The Foundation, created by committed Uni administrators, alumni and parents in 1985, has
raised more than $1 million to support Uni’s mission of educational excellence, and to
supplement the instructional budget in these lean times. You can donate to the cause by
clicking here!

UHEF SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE

| Did you know that the UHEF – thanks to your donations – supports these annual
scholarships for Uni students:

C Community Service Scholarship: $1,000 awarded to a graduating senior who has
shown exceptional dedication to community service during their tenure at Uni.

C Jack Moskowitz Principal’s Award: Named for one of Uni’s most outstanding
principals (1984-93), a $1,000 award to a graduating senior selected by Uni Principal Eric
Davidson for exceptional achievement and service to the school.

C Sharon Mednick Scholarship: Created in 2004 from a $10,000 bequest left by Uni
counselor Sharon Mednick, this annual $1,000 scholarship is awarded to a senior
interested in a career in education.

In addition, two new scholarships are set to be inaugurated in the coming year with your
donations:

mailto:Connect@UHEF.org
http://www.uhef.org/donate-now/
http://www.uhef.org/donate-now/
https://www.ralphs.com/asset/vn_6978bb5258ca1486ff3a95d6040e0f3f/ralphs_participant_faqs
https://www.ralphs.com/asset/vn_6978bb5258ca1486ff3a95d6040e0f3f/ralphs_participant_faqs
http://www.uhef.org/donate-now/
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C Coach Richard M. Kampmann Scholarship Fund: Named for Uni’s late, legendary
cross country and track & field coach, to be awarded by the Stimming Family in
coordination with the UHEF.

C Violetta Ponce Scholarship: a new scholarship created by the University High School
faculty and staff in memory of the late Violetta (Ponce) Pacheco, a Uni English teacher
who lost her battle with cancer in May, 2016 at age 40. Contributions to this fund can be 
made to the UHEF or sent directly to University High School.

To contribute to any of these scholarships, simply go to the Donate Now section of the UHEF
Web site, make your donation and enter the name of the fund you wish to support in the
Comments section. Thank you for your generosity.

UNI ALUMNI NOTEBOOK

 

Reunion information and updates for the

Classes of 1954-1957-1967-1968-1987-1997:

Check the Reunions section above!
 

| An impressive honor for Libby & Len Traubman ‘57 (ltraubman@igc.org):

“Lennie Traubman (Manhattans '57) with his wife, Libby, dually presented the 2017
commencement address for Notre Dame de Namur University, the third-oldest college in
California. 

“‘Stories of Change: Creating a Culture of Connection in The Citizens' Century’ can be read on
the Web at http://traubman.igc.org/ndnu2017address.htm. Len and Libby, married 50 years,
live in San Mateo, California, near San Francisco.”

| Mark Cantor ‘67 (markcantor@aol.com) shared some memories of his time at Uni and
especially of the late Principal (in ‘67, Administrative Assistant), Jack Moskowitz:

“Before retirement I had a 40-year career in education (early childhood), the right fit for me,
and a career in which I garnered a fair share of awards and recognition.  I was interviewed
when I retired and mentioned that there were many teachers, elementary through high school,
who influenced me a great deal.  At Uni there was Mrs. Jorgenson, Mr. Karlsrud, Mr. Queen,
Mr. Kampmann, Mr./Dr. Steinberg and (for other reasons, mostly the growing awareness of
eye candy) Miss Sullivan.  Ironically, I said there was one teacher whose behavior was such
that I patterned myself to behave in an opposite way  and that was Mr. Moskowitz. From Mr.
M. I learned that sarcasm, embarrassment and put-downs had no place in the classroom. 
That being 50 years in the past, I will sign off and get ready for the Dodger game.”

http://www.uhef.org/donate-now/
mailto:ltraubman@igc.org
http://traubman.igc.org/ndnu2017address.htm
mailto:markcantor@aol.com


  

UHEF Warriors & Wildcats Report Page 10 June 15, 2017
  

| Dave Dutra ‘71 (Davedutra@msn.com) wrote with condolences and memories of the late
coach and physical education department chair, Duane LaRue:

“Coach LaRue was an athletic driver and a coaching machine. He coached me in '69, '70, '71
right into the ‘Optimist Bowl,’ the East-West All star game at the L.A. Coliseum in '71. I still
hear his whistle driving us headlong into the blocking sled and his voice yelling ‘NOSE ON
THE NUMBERS.’ He loved it when I came to practice with a missing tooth from a bicycle
accident over the weekend. Then when I came in with a Mohawk haircut he sat me down in his
office and cleaned it up a bit so I could be a respectable Warrior athlete. From a paddle to the
stomach for wearing a grey instead of a white t-shirt, to a triumphant yell and multiple
playbacks of a smashing pass-protection block on a charging linebacker in Monday's films of
Friday's game, Coach LaRue along with Coach Sedia shaped me into a blocking/tackling
machine. So long Coach.”

| The massive plaques saluting Coach Dick Kampmann, Uni sprinter (and double Olympic
gold medalist) Mel Patton ‘43 and the school’s first principal, Angus Cavanaugh, are
mounted outside the north side of the South Gym. If you would like to see them, please note
that Uni is a closed school and requires visitors to register. Please arrange your entry by
calling Uni – (310) 914-3500 – and ask to schedule a date to come to see the plaques.

Ú

Rick Tempkin ‘72 (rick@tubelightingproducts.com) asked: “Is it possible to print some photos
of the new plaques for those of us who live out of town and can't get to the campus? Maybe you
can get them permanently put on the newsletter masthead?”

Good idea, Rick! Not sure about changing the masthead, but the four plaques which are now
proudly posted on the South Gym are shown on the following pages.

Ú

A couple of copies of the souvenir DVDs of the May 15th Kampmann-Patton Honors
Luncheon remain available. The full speaking program is included, along with personal
messages to Coach K and the Patton family and a short highlights video of the event. 

The DVDs are $20 each and can be ordered by going to the UHEF.org “Donate Now” page and
under the “Comments” section, please enter “Kampmann-Patton DVD.”

(The plaques are shown on the following pages)

mailto:Davedutra@msn.com
mailto:rick@tubelightingproducts.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ni4jt63Sk2A
http://www.uhef.org/donate-now/
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| We have received a number of inquiries about how one can obtain a copy of an old diploma or
a proof of graduation. We have the answers (we think):

 

C If you graduated within the past 10 years, call the Registrar’s Office at Uni directly, and they can help you.
Uni’s telephone number is (310) 914-3500.

 
C If you graduated before 2006, here’s the link to the LAUSD Web page which includes instructions on how to

obtain your records: http://achieve.lausd.net/transcripts . Please read the requirements carefully!

SIXTH PERIOD BELL

| A wonderful note from our favorite Gondolier, Grant Francis (grantfrancis@gmail.com),
President of the Venice High School Alumni Association:

“Thanks for keeping this great tradition alive, by sending this email out to all of your grads.

“You might want to tell Mr. Sperling, of the theater dept. that he is invited, along with all of
his students, to come to Venice High, where Grease! was filmed, on Sept. 30th to sit on the
football field and watch the movie Grease!, for free, at our annual showing.

“By the way, he picked the perfect time to do this great musical next year, during its 40th
anniversary.”

Uni’s drama leader, Ronnie Sperling ‘76, has already accepted on behalf of his troupe, with
Grease! to be Uni’s spring theater production after The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee in the Fall.

Thanks, Grant! See you in September!

 

Contribute your comments, ideas and news to the Warriors & Wildcats Report!
   

Send a note to Connect@UHEF.org !

Be sure to give your full name and Uni graduating class!
 

The Warriors & Wildcats Report is published by the Uni Hi Education Foundation, and is
edited by Rich Perelman ‘74.  Copyright 2017 by the Uni Hi Education Foundation; 
all rights reserved, but sharing with classmates, family and friends is encouraged. 

Visit www.UHEF.org for more information and www.UHEF.org/wwr/ to subscribe. For
correspondence by mail, please send to the Uni Hi Education Foundation, Post Office Box 491953,
Los Angeles, California 90049.

http://achieve.lausd.net/transcripts
mailto:grantfrancis@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grease_(film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grease_(musical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_25th_Annual_Putnam_County_Spelling_Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_25th_Annual_Putnam_County_Spelling_Bee
mailto:Connect@UHEF.org
http://www.UHEF.org
http://www.UHEF.org/wwr/
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